February 28, 2010
Q. Is there any way I can speed up Internet Explorer?
A. There are many things that affect the speed of a browser, and eliminating the unnecessary events can speed up the way pages are displayed. Since the question addresses Internet Explorer I’ll use it in this reply. If you are using Internet Explorer and are not using the latest version, then the first thing you should do is upgrade to it.

IE is just another software program much like a word processor that is especially designed to display HTML pages. Not unlike other software, IE does have many configuration settings that affect its speed. Web pages are usually composed of text, graphics, audio, video, applets JavaScript, etc., and how the configurations handle these affect speed. Here are some, but not all the things that can affect IE-8's speed.

Cache Size:
A copy of each web page you visit is stored in a temporary file called a cache. This is designed to speed by allowing files from the cache to be used in lieu of requesting them from the remote server. This will speed things up unless the cache is so large that searching though it takes longer than getting the required file from the server.  

If using a broadband connection, it is advisable to set the cache no larger than 50 MB, and to set it to clear whenever the browser is exited. This can be changed in the Internet Options Control Panel.

Cookies:
I won't go into what a cookie is good or bad here other than to say that cookies are small files that are stored on your computer, and if too many of them are allowed to accumulate, searching through them can take time and slow things down. Cookies can be deleted by clicking on the Safety button in the browser, choosing Delete Browsing History, and then checking the cookie option. Be advised, that deleting cookies may cause some websites to not remember you when next visited.

Displaying Graphics:
Many websites are loaded with pictures and other images that are quite large. Choosing to not download these graphics and images and displaying only the text will greatly speed up the browser. This is probably now what would be desired by most, but a text only page will definitely load in faster.

Smart Screen Filter:
IE-8 contains a SmartScreen filter that detects and warns about phishing websites. This checking takes time to search for known phishing websites.  Although turning this filter off will speed up most websites, it will be done with the increased possibility of being caught with a phishing scheme. This is not recommended.

Add-Ons:
Add-Ons are auxiliary programs that require more computing power than the browser alone and sometimes access third party websites to work. Some are installed by default and others by programs that you install and use. Add-Ons can be viewed and edited by clicking on Tools, then Manage Add-Ons.  

Toolbars:
This is one of my pet peeves. Everyone has a tool bar that they believe to be indispensible to users. Most of these are either installed without the users consent, or automatically selected for piggy-back installation while installing something else. Every toolbar, whether it is Google, Live, Ask, Norton's, or any of the other hundreds of available toolbars will slow down the browser. I find there is no good reason to use any toolbar, but if you deem them a necessity, keep the number of them to as few as possible. 

Simultaneous Connections:
By default, IE allows just six (6) simultaneous connections to a server. Most web pages contain 40 or more separate files including the text, graphic and other items. Requesting all the required files six at a time can take a lot more time than requesting say sixteen (16) at a time. Since this settings is the only one mentioned in this article that require a registry change. For those of you that like to tinker with the registry, you will have to create two DWORD items called "MaxConnectionsPer1_0Server", and MaxConnectionsPer Server" in this key. 
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Internet Settings key.
Set the value here to decimal 16 Decimal or hex 10. The default is 6.

I have written a little program that will make this change for you. It can be downloaded from the download section of this site or by clicking HERE.

Note that any increase of speed that may be realized by following anything mentioned herein will be greatly influenced by the speed and type of the computer and internet connection.  
